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*Descriptive Stormwater Links are available at the end of each section 

Section 1: Why worry about Stormwater? 

What is the problem with stormwater? 
Many people may not realize that stormwater collected in drains located on the street curbs does not flow to their local water treatment plant. 
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Section 2: What are we doing about the problem? 

https://www.epa.gov/npdes/npdes-stormwater-program
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3313_71618_3682_3716---,00.html
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while enjoying kayaking, fishing, or other outings. There are numerous educational opportunities for individuals or groups. It is a great way for 
children and families to become involved in their community, develop leadership skills, and have fun while helping protect our watersheds. 
 
LINKS: 
�x Learn How to Protect your Waterfront Property with “The Water’s Edge” HERE 
�x Learn How to be a Responsible Waterfront Owner HERE 
�x Visit Macomb County Water Resources Commissioner Website HERE 

�x Visit St. Clair County Water Resources Commissioner Website HERE 
 

Section 4: The Clinton River Watershed  
 
The Clinton River Watershed 

The headwaters of the Clinton River rise in Springfield and Independence Townships, and flow through four counties and 60 urban and rural 

communities, eventually discharging into Lake St Clair. The watershed encompasses seven sub-watersheds and drains approximately 760 square 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-EpA5mCigj2NjFQgHlnFzomKUB607fAp/view?usp=sharing
http://www.cleargeneseewater.org/residents/waterfront_owner.html
https://www.macombgov.org/departments/public-works/about-public-works/public-works-commissioner
https://www.macombgov.org/departments/public-works/about-public-works/public-works-commissioner
https://www.stclaircounty.org/Offices/11
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Section 6: Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) 

What are TMDLs?  

The Environmental Protection Agency has published a series of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) for a variety of known water body pollutants 
such as E.coli, phosphorus, sediment, dissolved oxygen, and total dissolved solids. A TMDL represents the maximum amount of a pollutant that can 
enter a water body so the water body will continue to meet the State of Michigan water quality standards. Studies are conducted on local water 
bodies to assess their relative quality and if there are any known impairments. If there are impairments and they meet specific criteria, a TMDL is 
issued for the water body.  

What you can do to help!  
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�x Learn About Riparian Zone Management and Trout Streams HERE 
�x Learn More About Riparian Zone and Stream Restoration HERE 

 
Section 10: Native, Non-Native & Invasive Species 

What is a Native Plant?  

Native plants (also called indigenous plants) are plants that have evolved over thousands of years in a particular region. They have adapted to the 
geography, hydrology, and climate of that region. Native plants occur in communities, that is, they have evolved with other plants in association with 
animals, parasites, and disease-causing organisms. As a result, a community of native plants provides habitat for a variety of native wildlife species 
such as birds and butterflies.  

What is a non-native species?  

While native species occur in their natural regions without the direct or indirect activities of humans, “non-native” species occur outside that natural 
range. In North America, many non-native plants were brought over for agricultural, medicinal, and ornamental purposes. Many plants were 
introduced accidentally as well. The introduction of the non-native organisms continues to be a problem today due to our increased travel and 
international trade. Not all non-native plants or animals become a problem. Many non-native plants represent significant human food sources. 
However, some of these plants have certain aggressive traits that make them an invasive species.  

What is an invasive species?  

Invasive species are those non-native species that can significantly disrupt natural communities causing environmental or economic harm. In a new 
environment, invasive plants are released from the natural constraints of their native ranges. They lack the control of herbivores, parasites, diseases, 
and competition that was present in their native habitats. Invasive plants exhibit both rapid growth and reproduction rates because of abundant 
seed production, reproduction through vegetative clones, and/ or extended grog,4tcdl ( )-13  (e)0.7 (a)-5 6.6 (i)-2.7 (es43 (r)-2.005 Tc6 (s,)-7.3b)-1hnde o1ith an12c
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�x Native plants do not require fertilizers. Vast amounts of fertilizers are applied to lawns. Excess phosphorus and nitrogen (the main 
components of fertilizers) run off into lakes and rivers causing excess algae growth. This depletes oxygen in our waters, harms aquatic life 

http://wildflowersmich.org/
https://archive.epa.gov/greenacres/web/pdf/wo_2004b.pdf
https://cms4files1.revize.com/westbloomfieldtwp/A%20Citizen's%20Guide%20to%20Native%20Landscaping.pdf
https://cms4files1.revize.com/westbloomfieldtwp/A%20Citizen's%20Guide%20to%20Native%20Landscaping.pdf
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How can you reduce, reuse, recycle and dispose of waste in your community? 

The options of reduction, reuse, recycling, and disposal, listed in order of the Environmental Protection Agency’s preferred waste management 

https://www.macombgov.org/departments/health-department/environmental-health-services/environmental-management-1
https://www.macombgov.org/departments/health-department/environmental-health-services/environmental-management-1
https://www.scsmi.net/264/Hazardous-Waste-Disposal
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/materials-management/hazardous-waste/household
https://rvdumpsites.net/#!Michigan&query=region
https://www.epa.gov/npdes/national-menu-best-management-practices-bmps-stormwater#edu
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